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Acts X. 40, 4. 
Him God rais'd up the third 
day, and ſhew'd him openly-: 
not to all the People, but unto 
W itneſſes, choſen before of - 
1 Wa: eee 4909 602 BE 


S the Chriſtian Inſtitution has 
all the neceſſary inherent Cha- 
racters and eflential Marks 
of a Religion coming. from 
God, its Doctrines being per- 
fectly agreeable to all the Mo- 
ral Perfections of the Divine 
Nature, and to the higheſt, 

Reaſon, and its Precepts the moſt friendly to 

Mankind, exactly calculated to promote the 

Peace and Happineſs both of particular Perſons, 

and of civil Societies: So is the External Evi- 

dence for its Truth, and Divinity, ſufficient to 
convince every honeſt, unprejudic'a Mind. For 
its ſacred Author was attended with conftant, and 
numerous Demonſtrations of the mighty Power 
of God, working Wonders by him, for the Con- 
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with conſtaut, and numerous Demonſtrations of the 
mighty Power of God, becauſe ſuch uſeful, and be- 
neficent Miracles as his were, muſt have proceed 


— * 


Aae the Fountain of Goodneſs, and can't, 
wit 
Nature of Things, be attributed to the Opera- 


tion of Evil Spirits. And moreove God not 


only bare Witneſs to him by Signs and Wonders, 


divers and eminent Miracles, all along from the 
degiorve to the epd of bis Miniſtry,” but like- 
iſe ſet to bis Seal that he ſent him, by not ſuf- 
fering him to be holden by the ſtrong Bands of 
Death, or Powers o the, Grave, but reſtoring 
is Body to Life on the third Day, which is ſuch 
a noble and triumphant Proof ol the Excellence 
and divine Authority of our holy Religion, as 
will for ever confound Infidelity, and baffle its 
ſtrongeſt Attempts againſt it. And therefore it 
well deſerves our Care to eſtabliſh this great 
Truth, eſpecially ſince tis withal a prime, funda- 
mental Article of our Chriſtian Faith, upon 
which it all reſts; for it that Perſon whom we 
now acknowledge as our Maſter and Lord, did 
not riſe from the Dead, he muſt have been reall 


hat the Jews blaſphemouſly ſtyl'd him) a falſe” 


Prophet, and a deceiver of the People. In diſ- 
courling upon the Words which I have read to 
you, I ſhall, | 5 


8 Firſt, SE, that Chriſt roſe from the Dead 


on the third Day, and was ſeen afterwards 
by certain of his Followers, whom God had 
choſen to be the Witneſſes of his Reſur- 
EO. 8 


Secondly, 


out the moſt extreme Repugnancy to the 


on Acrs x 45, 41- 5 


_ Secondly, T HAT * Appearance PEE his Re- 
ſurrection only to ſome choſen Witneſſes, 


5 and not to the Rulers of the Jewiſh Nati- 
on, or the whole Body of the People, was a 
Method of proceeding perfectly conſiſtent 


with the Wiſdom and Goodnels of "OE: 


Providence. 


Bur before I enter upon the Profecinion of 


my main Argument, it may not be amiſs to en- 


quire, Why God is here {aid to have rais'd up 
_ Chriſt, when in another Place he tells the Fews 
he ſhould raiſe up himſelf : Deſtroy this Teniple, 
and in three Days I will raiſe it up, John ii. 19. 
meaning the Temple of his Body, ver. 21. And the 
true Reaſon of it is, Becauſe he neither did, nor 
could have done it but by a Divine Commiſſion, 
and a Derivation of Power from the Almighty. 
This Account of the Matter he himſelf dire&s us 
to, John x. 18. No Man taketh it( my Life] from me, but 

Tlay it down of myſelf : I haue power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again: this Commandment have 
Treceived of my Father. And this is no other than 
a common Form of Speech, eſpecially in the ſa- 
cred Writings, where that is frequently attribu- 
ted to the Principals, which was done by others 
under, their Command and Dire&ion. Thus 
the Baptiſm of the Diſciples 1s imputed to Chriſt 
as his Act, becaule they perform'd it in his Name, 
and by his Authority. * And God himſelf is 


ſaid to have utter'd the Law at Mount Sinai, | 


Exod. xx. 1. Tho' our Saviour tells us in plain 
Terms, That no Man had heard his voice at auy 


E 
„ 


Compare Jobn iii, 22. with Chap. iy, 1, 2. 
| Le | time, 
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6 cASnrRMon 
time, John v. 37. And the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrews expreſly ſtyles it, the Word ſpoken 


by Angels, Heb. ii. 2. This premis'd, I proceed 


to my 


_ Firſt Head of Diſcourſe, viz. To ſhow that 
Chriſt roſe from the Dead on the third Day, 


and was ſeen afterwards by certain of his 


Followers, whom God had choſen to be the 
Witneſſes of his Reſurrection. And, 


Firſt, Either the Body remain'd in the Grave, 
or was taken thence by his Diſciples, or by ſome 
of the Unbelieving Jeus, or Gentiles, or elſe he 
roſe from the Dead. Now that the Body did 
not ſtill remain in the Grave, is evident, becauſe 
then by a bare producing it the Jews might have 
diſprov'd the Apoſtles Relation, and have expos'd 
the Cheat to the World; and doubtleſs they 
would have done 1t had they been able to juſtify 
their own Proceedings in putting him to Death, 
and clear themſelves from the Charge of having 
ſhed innocent Blood, even the Blood of the Met 
ſias their King, as he muſt have been, had this 
great Event really happen'd according to his Pre- 
diction. And they did in effect acknowledge, 
by the Methods which they took, that his Reſur- 
rection would have been an undeniable Proof of 
his Divine Miſſion, and conſequently of his be- 
ing the Son of God ; for had they not been thus 
perſuaded, they would never have had recourſe 
to that vile, ſcandalous Refuge, which cannot 
but expoſe them to all rhe ſober thinking Part of 
Mankind, viz. That his Diſciple ſtole him away 
while the Guard was aſleep. Now that this 
was given out by the Chiet Prieſts, and the then 
Powerful at Jeruſalem, and was not a falſe Story 

WS. in- 


on ACTS X. 40, 41. 7 
invented by the, Apoſtles, is plain ; For how. 
couid ſuch a notorious Forgery, as this muſt have 
been, be publiſh'd but a tew Years after the Fact, 
in the Face of the whole Jeuiſb Nation, when 
tnere mult have been Multitudes alive who were 
able to confute ir, and prove it an Impoſture, and 
they nur be detected, and have their Villany laid 
open before the Worid ? And if this had been 
done, mult it not have iſſued in the utter Cones 
fuſion of the Chriſtian Sect, then eaſily to be 
cruſh'd, becaule in 1ts tender Infant State? Or 
at leaſt, is it not impoſſible but we muſt have 
heard ſomething of it? Would it not have been 
objected againſt Chriſtianity by its ancient Ene- 
mies, who were ſome of em Men of vaſt Learn- 
ing, very well acquainted with all Events of any 
Importance relating to it, and with eyery re- 
markable Revolution it paſt through, 'and were 
, unqueſtionably too malicious, to let ſuch a ſignal 
Tranſaction as this would have been, paſs with- 
out cloſe and critical Remarks upon it to its diſ- 
advantage, and to the very great retarding the 
Courſe of its Conquelts ? 


But let us a little conſider the Evaſion itſelf. 
And it happens well for us, that as we have it 
upon Record, tis a thing in its own Nature un- 
capable of any rational Proof, becauſe the Sol- 
diers who were confeſſedly aſleep all the while, 
are the only Vouchers for the Story: And I think 
we give as much to the Teſtimony as it deſerves, 
if we allow it to be a Dream, which it muſt be 
own'd, is, a goodly Foundation for one of the 
moſt ſpecious Objections againſt Chriſtianity ; 
for I hope to make it appear to be as idle, and 
improbable, as the moſt Romantick of all our 
Night-Viſions, what no one can believe any 

b thing 
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thing of, who is in the leaſt acquainted with the 
neceſſary Workings of humane Paſſions. For can 
we imagine that the Apoſties would have ventu- 
red their Lives to carry on what they knew to 


be an Impoſture? Is it not more reaſonable to 


think, that if they had been perſuaded that Jeſus 


Was a Deceiver, they would have expos'd him 


with the reſt of the Countrymen, than have en- 
deavour'd to palliate a Deceit, upon the account 
of which they ſuffer d ſo many Inconveniences. 
and Hardſhips * The Impoſtor had made em 


forſake their all in this Worid to follow him, 


Which had rendet'd 'em contemptible in the 


Eyes of the Fewi/bþ Nation, brought on em the 
Hatred and D ſpleaſure of their Relations, and 
rowz'd the Vengeance both of the Civil, and Ec- 
Cefiaſtical Powers againſt em, and therefore tis 


much more ſuppoſable that this would have ex- 


aſperated their Spirits againſt him, and have 
made them join with others in branding his Me- 
mory, than that they would undertake ſo dan- 
gerous a Task to keep up his credit as the great 
Prophet of God, who under the pretence and co- 
lour of Friendſhip had ruin'd them, and ſo had 


ſhown himſelf to have had no regard to the 


moſt ſacted, and inviolable Tyes of Honour, or 
Juſtice; and when they knew that the Jews would 
make diligent fearch after the Body;-and poſſibly 


might find it ; and that the Conſequence of that 
could be nothing leſs than an infamous, and ter- 


rible Death to them, as pretending to be the 


Meſſias had been to their Leader. It will ap- ; 


peur much more incredible that the Apoſtles 
4Hould attempt ſo hazardous an Undertaking, if 


ve conſider that they were not naturally bold 


efiterprizing Men, of undaunted Reſolution, and 


immeveable Conſtancy of Soul, as they muſt 


hare 


WR, 2 at 


have been, before they could have ventured upon 
what carried in it ſo much Difficulty, and Danger, 
but their Spirits were low, and abject, ſuited to 
the original, mean, and vulgar Employment, 
and to that deſpicable Condition of Lite in which 


they had been train'd up from their Youth. They 


all baſely deſerted their Maſter when he was ap- 
prehended, tho* then they had great Hopes of 
Preferment from him, and of being leading Men 
in that glorious Kingdom, which they thought he 
was about to erect; and can we ſuppoſe, that 
when theſe Hopes of theirs were daſh'd, they 
would have eflay'd to take away his dead Body 
which was guarded by Soldiers, when there was 
the utmoſt Riſque run of their periſhing in the 
Attempt? But granting them to have been ſo 


abandon'd of Reaſon, and fo amazingly hardned 


againſt the Fears of the moſt dreadtul Evils of 
this Life and the Life to come, as to undertake 
this: Is it poſſible that all the Watch, Sixty two 
in Number, ſhould have been aſleep, and fo have 
been unable to fruſtrate the Deſign? Tas not 
uſual for em to ſleep altogether when they were 
on their ordinary Stations, and 'tis abſolutely in- 
credible that any of them ſhould give way to 
Drowzineſs upon ſuch an important, and extra- 
ordinary Occaſion, when they were waiting to 
ſee the Determination of as remarkable a Scene, 
as ever had been opened within the Memory of 
Man. But not to preſs our Adverſaries too hard, 
we will make another favourable Suppoſition, 
and that is, that the Guard were all aſleep, cer- 


tainly the breaking the Seal, and the rolling a- 


way the Stone muſt have awakened ſome of em, 
eſpecially if we ſuppoſe, (which is a very natural 
and obvious Thought, ) that ſome of them lay, 
or {at againſt the Stone. For that was the only 


Go way 


preach'd at Trowbridge. W 
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10 WH SERMON 
way they could come at the Body, becauſe the 
Sepulchre was hewn out of a new Rock, and ſo 
there could be no ſecret Avenhes, or Paſſages 
into it. And 'tis ſcarce poſſible but that the 
Apoſtles ſhould do a great many incautious 
Things, by reaſon of the Hurry, and Confuſion 
they mult be in, if we allow them to be of the 
molt obſtinate, inflexible T'empers, which would 
have rouz'd the Watch out of their broken diſor- 
der'd Sleep, and have utterly confounded their 
Schemes. And finally, I appealto any reaſonable 
Man, Whether the Whole looks like the Action 
of timorous Men, who had had thoſe few Spirits 
which were in 'em broken but a day or two be- 
fore, by that ignominious Puniſhment which was 
inflicted upon their Maſter, and muſt therefore 
be ſuppos'd to have bcen in haſte to carry away 
the Body. Is it not the moſt abſurd and ridicu- 
lous Thing in Nature to think, that ſuch Perſons 
would tarry to pull off the grave Cloths, which 
would require a conſiderable Time f to lay the 
Napkin which was about his Head in one place, 


and the Linnen Clothes in another? And as I 
have proved, with relation to the Diſciples of our 


Lord, that the Suppoſition of their ſtealing his 
Body out of the Grave is repugnant to the obvi- 


ous Nature and Reaſon of Things; ſo I believe 
it will be allow'd me, to be to the laſt degree im- 


probable, that any of the Unbelieving Jews, or 


— 


+ Theſe grave Clothes (as Dr. Nichols obſerves) were 
a ſort of Faſcice, or thin Slips of Linnen, which were 
roll'd round the Bodo; ſo that about a dead Body there 
might be many Score Yards of Filleting; which being 
bound over thoſe viſcous Bal'ams they us'd, would ftick 
faſt, and 'twould be a long Work to unrole 'em. Corf, 
mith-a Theiſt, - 


Gentiles, 


preach'd at Trowbridge. 11 


Gentiles, thould attempt it; for doubtleſs they 

wiſh'd it might remain ſecure in the Grave, that 
ſo they might be juſtified in their Infidelity, in 
their obſtinate refuſing to receive that Light he 
brought from Heaven, and in their inveterate, 
and implacable Enmity againſt his Religion. 


* 


AND now from what has been offer d under 
this Head, there reſults (I think) an undeniable; 
unconteſtable Proof of the Truth of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection. For *tis evident that he was really 
dead, both from the general Conſent of Anti- 
quity, and from what he ſuffer'd before he was 
led to be crucified, and upon the Croſs, which 
was enough to kill a Man of the moſt vigorous, 
and hardy Make. Tis granted on all Hands that 


he was buried, and it cannot be denied, but that 


there was a Guard ſet to watch the Sepulchre ; 
and fince I have ſhown it to be upon that account 
incredible, that any one ſteal away the Body, as 
alſo to be utterly improbable, it ſhould have re- 
main'd in the Grave; becauſe then, when his 
Diſciples reported he was riſen, it would have 


and unanſ{werable Confutation of that Falſhood, 
which 'tis not ſo much as pretended was ever 
done, he mult have riſen on the third Day, -ac- 
cording to his Prediction. 


Secondly, Our Lord was ſeen after he roſe 


from the Deadpby certain of his Followers, whom 


God had cheſen to be the Witneſſes of his Reſur- 
rection. This they all of 'em teſtified to the 
World, and their Teſtimony had all thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances attending it, which are requiſite to 
render any Teſtimony credible. For, 


* : Fiſt, 


been expos'd to the View of the People, as a clear 
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Firſt, THEIR whole Conduct proves em to 
have been honeſt, undeſigning Men. Had they 
been Men of Deſign, whoſe main End it was to 
carry on a carnal ſecular Intereſt, they would 
have comply*d in all Caſes, as far as was conſiſtent 
with their obraining that End, with the Humours 
and Prejudices of thoſe amongſt whom they en- 
.deavour'd to ſpread their Impoſture, they would 
have indulg'd 'em in ſome of their darling Senti- 
ments, and have ſooth'd and flatter'd their moſt 
agreeable Vices. For they muſt have known, 
had they at all conſider'd Things, that nothing 
was ſo likely to promote the ready, and univerſal 
Reception of that Religion, they intended to pro- 
pagate, as the making it favour the moſt impor- 
tapt Opinions and Uſages of other Religions, 
and the corrupt, and ſenſual Inclinations of hu- | 
mane Nature. And accordingly there was no- 
thing more triendly to the ſpreading the Mahome- | 
tan Impoſture, than its being a Medley of Juda- | 
iſm, Chriſtianity, and the Arabian Superſtition, | 
and its being fram'd upon Principles of Senſe, 
and brutal Pleaſure . And undoubtedly had 
the Diſciples of Chriſt been as this wicked Im- 
Impoitor, they would have play'd the ſame Game 
as he did; whereas their whole Management 
was quite the Reverſe of his. Tho' the Philo- 
ſophers and Wiſe Men amongſt the Greeks were | 
mighty Admirers of, and much us'd to Oratory, | 
to rhetorical Ornaments and Embelliſhments 
of Speech, and perhaps would deſpiſe the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine upon the account of the Homeli- 
neſs of the Language, and the Familiarity, and 


* — 


# See Prideaux's Life of Mabom. : 
| Plain 


on ACTS X. 40, 41. 13 


Plainneſs of the Style in which it was deliver'd; 


tho' they were us'd to, and conſequently were 
fond ot a nice, and exact way of Reaſoning, and 


ſo might be tempted to undervalue the Apoſtle's 
Preaching, becauſe they propos d their Duty to 
'em nakedly, neglecting humane Learning, and 


Argumentation, and a Deduction of it from firſt 


Principles, by a long elaborate Train of Conſe- 
quences : Yer their Preaching to em was not with 


Excellence or Speech, or the enticing Words of Mens 
Wiſdom, as it would certainly have been, had they 


been acted, and govern'd by carnal Views, For 
I hope it will be own'd, that St. Paul, at leaſt, 
who in theſe polite Countries might have been 
the Mouth of his Companions, was a Scholar, 


and a Gentleman, and ſo capable of Elegance 


both of Thought and Language, and of .recom- 
mending himſelf to the niceſt, and moſt critical 
Taſte. They would not to gratity the Humours 


of a few Philoſophers, tho' the gaining em to 


their Party might have been of vaſt Uſe to them 
afterwards, thwart the great End and Deſign of 
their Preaching, which was general Edification 
and Improvement, the Improvement of the poor 
inferior Part of Mankind, as well as of the Learn- 
ed and Noble. They knew that what the cele- 


| brated Sages amongſt the Heathen, calld Ratio- 
nal Knowledge, was much of it but Science falſiy 
fo call d; and that ſince Miracles were a ſhorter, 


and eaſier way of convincing the Vulgar of their 


Duty, they might very well omit all ſuch deep 
Diſquiſitions, learned Niceties, and obſcure Spe- 


culations, as they oftentimes us'd in the Lectures, 
and Writings about Morality. | 


Ax D as they ſcorn'd a baſe Compliance with 
the Humours, ſo neither did they yield any thing 
| to 


14 cA SERMON 
to the Prejudices of the World ; but the princi- 
pal Subject of their Diſcourſes was the Cruci- 
fixion of him, whom they preach'd as the Chriſt, 
tho' that Doctrine was a Stumbling-block to the 
Fews, as being contrary to a Tradition prevalent 
amongſt them, of an External pompous Reign of 
the Meſſias; and tho' the Notion of a crucified 
Redeemer of the World, and of a mortal God, 
to whom all the Nations of the Earth muſt do 
Homage, and be in Subjection, did appear fooliſh 
and extravagant to the Greeks. . 


FUR THEN, The Doctrines they deliver'd were 
contrary, many of em, to the pre- conceiv'd Opi- 
nions of all Mankind, and to their moſt ſacred, 
and venerable Cuſtoms. They diſcharg'd their 
Followers from an Obſervation of the Ceremo- 

nial Law of Moſes, which the Jeus had a ſtrange 
 Fondneſs for, and a mighty Eſtimation ot, and 
repreſented the Obſervances of it under the moſt 
low and deſpicable Images, and repreſented the 
Gentiles as {ſtanding upon an equal Foot with the 
Fews, with relation to the Favour of God, whom 
they had always look'd upon as hated and repro- 
bated by him. Then they made the numerical 
individual Unity of the Godhead a fundamental 
Article of their Religion, in oppoſition to the Po- 
lytheiſm of the Heathen, and aboliſh'd all thoſe 
Fopperies, idolatrous and ſuperſtitious Uſages 
which Cuſtom had eſtabliſh'd as neceſſary Parts 
of their Religious Worſhip. The Rules of Lite 
 which-they lasd down to be obſerv'd by their Fol- 
lowers, were directly contrary to the univerſal 
Bent of unſanctified Nature, and reach'd not 
only to the total Regulation of the outward Con- 
verſation, but to the Thoughts and Affections of 
the Mind. They were ſo far from favouring 
| | Liber 
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on Ac Ts x. 40,41. 13 


Libertiniſm, and feeding Debauchery and Vice, 
that they requir'd a Heart wean'd from the Love 
of all ſenſual Pleaſures and earthly Enjoyments. 
And finally, the Reward which they propos'd for 
Virtue and Goodneſs in the future World was a 
Paradice, not ſuch as Ma homet s, abounding with 
animal Delights, but with refin'd and ſpiritual 
Joys, which none will be capable of reliſhing , 
but the Men who brighten and improve their 
rational Natures, and carefully rule and mode- 
rate their bodily Appetites. You ſee then that the 
Perſons on whoſe Teſtimony we rely for, the 
Truth of our Lord's Reſurrection, were acted 
throughout their whole Management by Princi- 
ples of Honour, and Conſcience, that they could 
not aim at railing themſelves a great Name, or 
promoting their Temporal — becauſe they 
run Counter to the whole World, {corn'd all thoſe 
mean Arts of addreſſing to the Paſſions, and in- 
ſinuating themſelves into the Affections of Men, 
which all that proſecute ſuch low Ends muſt 
have recourſe to, and inſiſted upon a conſtant 
Diſcharge of thoſe Duties which are contrary to 
the ſtrongeſt and moſt impetuous Inclinations of 
the Soul of Man. 


AGAIN, Tis plain that they were humble 
mortified Men, and that they did not greedily 
hunt after Fame and Honour, becauſe ſome of 
them refus'd the greateſt that could be offer d 
em, even that of being deified f, becauſe they 
could not accept it with a good Conſcience. And 
the Pla inneſs and Simplicity which they uſe in re- 
ating their own Faults and Miſcarriages, is a 


+ Acts xiy, 13, 14 


clear 
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clear Evidence to me that they were not deſirous 

of adyancing themſelves by any indirect Methods, 
but that they were honeſt and impartial Men. 
And conſequently, their Teſtimony is to be cre- 


dited about any thing, of which they were com- 
petent Judges: And therefore, 


| Secondly, As they were too honeſt to deceive 
| others, ſo they teſtified of a Matter in which they 
| could not be deceiv'd themſelves, and of which ; 
they were as fit to judge as Men of the greateſt 1 
Learning, and the moſt refin'd humane Wiſdom. 
1 Their Teſtimony was about ſomewhat, which 
was the Object of their Senſes ; viz. That they 
faw Jeſus of Nazareth after his Reſurrection, and 
had trequent Converſation with him during the 
Space of forty Days. And what was there in 
this which requir'd any degree of Learning, or 
uncommon Penetration, and which was above 
the Capacities of Men of ordinary Occupations ? 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, that the Thoughts 
of the Glory which the Diſciples imagin'd they 
ſhould be poſleſs'd of, might turn their Brains, 
or elſe they being Men of weak Heads and cre- 
dulous Tempers, and ſo inclin'd to Enthufiaſm ; 
and being big with an Expectation of his raifing 
again, might imagine they ſaw him, and heard 
him talk with them when there was nothing real 
in the Caſe. Well! Let us ſee whether this wont 
hold with as much Strength againſt the Teſti- - 
mony of any wiſe intelligent Perſons, as it does 
againſt that of the Diſciples. And I believe it 
will be granted me, that Men of good Senſe, and 
of a liberal generous Education, are generally 
capable of ſtronger Impreſſions from an Expecta- 
tion of Glory and Honour, than thoſe who are 
accuſtom'd to a low vulgar way of — 
an 


rr 
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and whoſe Spirits are depreſs'd by a ſervile mer- 


cenary Courſe of Life; ſo that there is nothing 
in the firſt Part of the Objection. And might 


Inot with as much, or more, Reaſon have affirm'd, 
had Chriſt appear'd to a Company of Philoſophers ; 
that they were a Pack of wild Enthuſiaſts, who 
had craz'd themſelves by hard Study, and there- 
fore were not to be credited. But further, I am 


miſtaken if this Argument be of any Force, if it 


has not a Tendency to make us turn the worlt 


Sort of Scepticks, even to diitruſt and disbelieve 


our O W N Senſes, and conſequently it it be not 
a very mad and extravagant Way of Reaſoning. 
For upon the ſame Account that the Diſciples 
are charg'd with Enthuſiaſm, we may be all of 


us rank Enthuſiaſts in thinking we really ſee and 


converſe with our. Friends, whom we have for 
ſome ume expected a Viſit from, and the Proſpect 


of enjoying whoſe Company has pleas'd and 


charm'd our Imaginations, when the Whole is 
only a viſionary Scene, nothing elſe but the 
Workings of a hot and vigorous Fancy. 


AN p tho' this be ſufficient to expoſe the Va- 
nity and Enthuſiaſm of this Cavil ; yet ſince it is 
the only Thing that remains to be urg'd againſt 
the Teſtimony of theſe Witneſſes, I ſhall ſhow 
the Unreaſonableneſs of it further from the Na- 


ture and Circumſtances of the Fact. And firſt, 
.3 . - wy . 3 
tis plain, that they were not Men of craz'd, be- 


wilder'd Underſtandings, but Perſons of calm, 
ſober, and rational Thought, from the Excellent 
Diſcourſes of Morality which they wrote, which 
vaſtly exceed all the fine Sayings of the antient 
Pagan Moraliſts, which our Modern Deiſts ſo 


mightily admire. 
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FUR T HER, Their Maſter's Appearance to 
them was not quick and tranſient as a Flaſh of - 
Lightning, (for if he had juſt skim'd along before { 
their Eyes, and not afforded them a perfect View, 1 
I ſhould have been inclin'd too to think it a De- p 
luſion, and that their Imaginations were diſtem- | 
r'a,) but he tarry'd with them a conſiderable | : 
Fins: and eat and drank in their Preſence; and n 
and if all this were only in a Dream, tis impol- b 
ſible for any of us to prove we were ever awake. 


I ſhall only add under this Head, to ſtrengthen : 
| and corroborate the Apoſtles Teſtimony, what 4 
N St. Paul ſays, viz. That he was ſeen of above five 8 
hundred Brethren at once, the great Part of whom 8 
f were alive when he wrote this f, and ſo could 4 
| have confuted it had it been falſe, and to make Y 
all theſe a diſtracted Company, is what I am ſure * 
the polite and ingenious Part of the World muſt 7 
ö be aſham'd of. I have prov'd then that the 
BD Apoſtles of our Lord could not themſelves be im- 5 
| pos'd upon in what they teſtified to the World 1 
j concerning his Reſurrection, and that they were A 
| Perſons of Honour and Integrity, and ſo could Ic 
not endeavour to deceive others; a neceſſar * 
| Conſequence of which is, that the Fact — * 
| have happen'd juſt as they reported it. There is 8 
f one weighty Circumſtance behind which very F 
| much confirms the Truth of their Teſtimony, 0 
| ſince there can be no arguing againſt it, but be 


what is arguing againſt all the tender ſenſible 
Paſſions of humane Nature. Which 1s, 


— © 
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IN the Third Place, That they neither did nor 


could get any Thing by atteſting our Lord's Re- 
ſurrection, but molt of them ſuffer'd Death for 


it, and ſeal'd the Truth of it with their Blood. 
They were ſure to draw all the Hatred and Ven- 
geance of the Fews upon them; and if they 


ſhould turn to the Gentiles the Doctrine of a 

crucified Malefactor (as they would repreſent it) 
riſing from the Dead, would never go down with 
their Philoſophers and Wiſe Men, and they 
themſelves would be ſo far from being promoted, 
that they would be look'd upon as out of their 
Senſes ; eſpecially they could never expect to be 
cordially receiv'd any where, when ( as I have al- 
ready ſhown) they brought a Doctrine with them 
which overturn'd Pagan Idolatry, and deſtroy'd 
the fundamental Principles of Judaiſm as diſtinct 
from Narural Religion, and enjoin'd ſtrict Re- 


gularity of Thought and Life in an Age where- 


in Relig ion, amongſt the Jews, was degenerated 
into Form and Shew, and the Gentiles had almoſt 
wholly defac'd the Reaſon of their Minds, and 


loſt all Notion of the eſſential Difference be- 


tween Good and Evil. And the Event anſwer' d 
accordingly, for they all of them underwent Tor- 
tures of all Kinds, and ſuffer'd Death in all its 
Forms of Terror for owning and publiſhing the 


Chriſtian Faith, and the Reſurrection of Jeſiu, 


as the Foundation of it. 


Ap now is it ſuppoſable that Men but of 


common Senſe would invent an impudent Falſe- 


hood, and endeavour to impoſe it upon the World 
when they could have no Proſpect of getring any 
Thing thereby, and when the beſt Trearment 
they could expect was that of Madfolks, viz. 

| „ cloſe 
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cloſe Confinement, and a low Diet for the ic 


very of their Reaſon; but when *twas more pro- 

bable, they would meet with Univerſal Contempt { 

and Hatred, be puniſh'd as Diſturbers of the t 

Peace of the World every-where, that if they 1 

apply'd themſelves to their own Country men, a 

they would die the Death of Falſe Prophets, p 

= ſpeaking Lyes in the Name of the Lord, and of \ 

| impious Innovators in Religion if they turn'dto t 

the Gentiles ? Is it poſſible that ſo many ſhould t. 

| die to atteſt a Falſhood ? Had they been Atheiſts, . 

| they would never have done, but would have 1 

| made their Lives as long, and pleaſant, and com- 1 
| fortable as they could, and not have run them- 
{elves upon the molt inconſiderable Inconvenience 

| for nothing; and had they belicv'd the Exiſtence p 

| of a God, and of a Future State, of awful Re- 1 

| wards and Puniſhments,. they would never have th 

ſeal'd a Falſhood with their Blood, nor have at- p! 

| teſted it with their laſt Breath, without the leaſt fil 

| viſible Concern or Remorſe of Conſcience : Be- -Þ 

| ſides, tis almoſt a general Caſe for Men, who will he 

| vouch for a Lye with a great deal of Impudence P 

| while they are free and at eaſe when they come ni 

dio ſuffer for it, to ſhrink and confefs the Impoſture: D 

; And can we think that theſe Men alone, of al- th 

{ moſt all Mankind, every one of them meet Death m 

; with a gocd Grace to defend and maintain what hi 

they knew to be falſe, ſhould quench that Deſire fir 

of Life, and root out of their Natures that back- ſc 

wardneſs to Death which is common to all Men? Wi 

Or that thoſe who had not half that Hardineſs ca 

of Mind, or Reſolution to encounter Sufferings th 

which ſome others have, and whoſe Courage had br 

before meanly fail'd 'em at the fancied Approach 2 

of a diſtant Danger in the Defence of what th ey ab 

thought to be true, ſhould all of em undaunt- | M 
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edly ſuffer the moſt terrible Calamity, and Death 


itſelf to aflert the Truth of what they were per- 
ſuaded was falſe? I think, whoever can believe 
theſe Things, muſt be allow'd to have rais'd his 
Faith above Reaſon, and ought never to except 
againſt believing Myſteries : For it ſeems im- 
poſſible to me that any one ſhould believe them 
who 1s convinc'd that there is a difference be- 
tween Pleaſure and Pain, and that the wiſe Crea- 
tor has made a Deſire of Happineſs, and an Aver- 
ſation to Miſery, the ſtrongeſt Paſſions, the lead- 


ing and determining Afﬀections of humane Souls. 
] proceed, 


In the Second Place, to ſhew, That the Ap- 
pearance of Chriſt after his Reſurrection only to 
ſome choſen Witneſſes, and not to the Rulers of 
the Zewiſh Nation, or the whole Body of the Peo- 
ple, was a Method of proceeding perfectly con- 
ſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Divine 


Providence. And here I can't help obſerving 
how hard 'tis for us to ſay of any of the Divine 
Proceedings, that they are inconſiſtent with infi- 


nite Goodneſs, or with a righteous and wiſe 
Diſpoſition of Things; which *tis impoſſible but 
the Ways of infinite Wiſdom muſt have innu- 
merable Myſteries in them which muſt puzzle 


humane Reaſon, and be incomprehenſible by our 


finite Underſtandings. For if we underſtand 
{ſcarce any thing of the Nature and Manner of 
working of the Things round about us, how 
can we expect that there ſhould be nothing in 
the Purpoſes and Providential Acts of God 
but what we muſt ſee the Reaſon of, tho* his 
Thoughts and Ways can't but be infinitely farther 
above ours, than the Heavens are above the Earth ? 


May not a Being of immenſe untaſhionable Wiſ- 


dom 
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dom have infinite Ends in view which we can 


know nothing of ? Which is a Thought that 


ſhould put us upon humbly admiring and ado- 
ring what the preſent narrow limited Condition 


of humane Nature wont ſuffer us to compre- 
hend. Beſides, we may often ſee but part of a 


Scheme which God is purſuing the Completion 
of it, perhaps being not to be till many hundred 
Years after our deceaſe. For tis 4oubtleſs a 
common Method with him to bring about a 
great Event Step by Step, that it may be done in 
a way conſiſtent with the Reaſon and free Agen- 
cy of Mankind, and then no wonder that it ap- 
pear like a broken Proſpect, rude and confus'd : 
Whereas could we fee the whole Chain of Cau- 
ſes and Effects working towards ſome wonderful 
Scene of Providence entire, we ſhould be fo far 
from taking upon us to cenſure the incomprehen- 
ſible Acts of our Maker, that we ſhould abhor 
ourſelves in Duſt and Aſhes for having entertain'd 
irreverent and unworthy Thoughts of any of 
them, and ſhould confeſs even the Fooliſhneſs of 
God to be wiſer than Men, To apply this to the 
preſent Caſe, fince I have fhown it to be Fact 
that Chriſt did riſe from the Dead, and appear 
only to a ſele& Company of Men, ſhould not the 
Conſideration of the boundleſs Wiſdom of the 
ſupreme Governour of the World filence all Ob- 
jections which may ariſe in our Minds upon that 
account, either againſt his Providence, or againſt 
the Fact, even tho* we could not ſee how it was 
conſiſtent with his Goodneſs or rectoral Wiſdom. 
But I have theſe two Conſiderations to offer to 
ſhow how it harmonizes with his perfect Good- 
neſs and wiſeſt Government of the World. 


Firſt, 


. 
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Firſt, The Jews, by rejecting the Evidence 
which Chriſt himſelf, while he liv'd amongſt 
them, gave them of the Truth of his Miſſion, 
and the Divinity of his Doctrine, had deſerv'd 
to be no further treated with; and conſequently 
neither the Wiſdom nor Goodneſs of God could 
oblige him to do any thing extraordinary for 
their Conviction. 7 


Secondly, Tf Chriſt had ſhown himſelf openly 
to the Rulers of the Jewiſh Nation, or to the 
Body of the People, tis probable that not many 
more would have been brought to believe in him 
by it than have been, and are by the preſent Evi- 
dence of the Truth of his Reſurrection. 


Firſt, The Jews, by rejecting the Evidence 
which Chriſt himſelf gave em, while he liv'd 


amongſt them, of the Truth of his Miſſion, and 


the Divinity of his Doctrine, had deſerv'd to be 
no farther treated with; and conſequently nei- 
ther the Wiſdom nor Goodneſs of God could 
oblige him to do any thing extraordinary for 
their Conviction. The Miracles which he 
wrought amongſt them were numerous, great, 
and beneficial to Mankind; they were not done 
in Corners, but in the open Country, before v 


Multitudes of People, who could eaſily have diſ- 


cern'd whether they were real, or only Juggle 
and Illuſion. Then the Doctrines which his 
great and wonderful Works were an Atteſtation 
to the Truth of, they might ſoon have found, 
had they carefully examin'd 'em, to have been 


| agreeable to the Perfections of God, and the 


Predictions of their own Prophets, calculated to 


promote ſolid Vertue and true Holineſs, and to 


deſtroy 


deſtroy the Devil's Tyranny over the Souls of 15 
Men. And yet they hated and perſecuted him, te 
tho” their Foretathers, whoſe Conduct they ap- n 
prov'd, had own'd the Authority of the antient V 
Prophets upon their working but two or three = 
Miracles. Further, they had many of them been tl 
baptiz d by him, who reveal'd himſelf under the h 
"Denomination of the Fore-runner of the Mefſias “; 8 
and had, by ſubmitting to his Baptiſm, acknow- C 
ledg'd him to be a Prophet: And yet, tho' he 6 


declar'd Jeſus to be the Chriſt , they degraded 
his Miſſion, Doctrine and Miracles, attributing 
them to the Agency of the Devil ||, and after 
many barbarous and inhumane Inſults. offer'd 
-him, while he miniſter'd for their Good, to com- 
pleat the Meaſure of their Iniquity, devoted him 
to an infamous and cruel Death; and when 
Pilate would have releas'd him ff, preferr'd a 
Murtherer before him |||]. And were not theſe 
vaſt Affronts ofter'd to God, whoſe Miniſter he 
was? Might he not have immediately vilited, 
-and horribly plagued them for theſe Things ? 
Twould certainly have been agreeable to the 
"niceſt Rules of Equity, it the Almighty had then 
brought upon them univerſal Deſolation, and 
turn d their pleaſant Land into a wild and fright- 
ful Deſart; or if he had commanded that the 
: Goſpel of his Son ſhould never more have been 
- offer'd to them. Certainly then he could not be 


oblig' d to make ufe of ſuch Methods to remove 2 
their Infidelity, as was vaſtly beyond what was 1 OP 
ſufficient and ſtrictly neceflary to convince Men 2 

; 0 : 
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of tolerably ſober and impartial Reflections, and 


to conquer any Prejudices but what were obſti- 
nate and inflexible; nor was it, I think, conſiſtent 


with his Wiſdom ſo to do. For had he conti- 


nued to afford em more Light in proportion to 
their ſhutting taeir Eyes againſt it,“ he would 
have given Encouragement to the reſt of his 
Subjects to deſpiſe the Maniteſtations of his 
Grace, and flight the Authority of his Provi- 
dence, and fo have ſapp'd tne Foundations of his 
own Government, | 


Secondly, Ir Chriſt had ſhown himſelf openly | 


to the Rulers of the Fewijb Nation, or to the 


Body ot che People, tis provavie that not many 
more would have been brougat to believe in 
him by 1t than have been, and are by the preſent 
Evidence of the I'ruth of his Reſurrection. Let 


us ſuppoſe he had appear'd to the Cnief Prieſts 


and Rulers, what may we think would haye been 
the Event of it? Would it have iſſued in their 
hearty Converſion to Curiſtianity? We have all 


imaginable Reaſon to believe the contrary, For 


the Soldiers, whom they knew not to be of his 


Party, had told em that he was riſen, and yet 


they continued to blacken his Memory as an Im- 
poſtor, and perſiſted in the Spite and Malice a- 
gainſt, and virulent Hatred of his D.ſciples: 
And therefore, tis probable, that tho his Appear- 
ance might have made ſome awful Impreſſion 
upon em at firſt, they would ſoon have worn ir 
off, and either have contented themſelves with 


thinking it a Deluſion ; or if he had repeated his 


Vitits, would have endeavour'd to ſeize and bind 
him that they might put him to a ſecond Death: 
For ſo abandon'd were they of the Fear of God, 


and of all rcligious Reverence for his wond'rous 


D Works, 
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Works, as to hold a Conſultation about takin 9 


away the Life of Lazar, after it had been 
miraculouſly reſtor d to him! Their Conſcien- 
ces were ſo dead and ſtupid, and their Prejudices 


againſt cur Ble fled Lord, ſo ſtout and invincible, that 


(I believe) they would never have confeſs'd him 
to be the Chriſt, if he had not continually haun- 
ted them, breathing Fire, and Vengeance, and ſcat- 
tering Plagues, and Death, which a Deiſt 


would condemm, as Perfecution, and a great 


Hindrance to Freethinking. 


But what if he had appear'd to the common 
People, might he not have been betrer receiv'd 


by them? Suppoſe it, yet there could be no 


End anfwer'd by it, which might not as well 
have been obtain'd another Way; for the only 


Thing, in it which could have induc'd them to 
believe in him, was its being a Miracle. Where-_ 


fore they might as well have been convinc'd by 


the Report of the Diſciples, that he was riſen, 


and by their confirming their Teſtimony by a 
long T'rain and Series of Miracles, and ſome of 


the ſame Nature with this, viz. reſtoring dead 


Perſons to Life *. Further, heathen Nations 
could have had the Report of his having ap- 


pear'd to ſuch vaſt Multitudes only from a few, 


and would undoubtedly never haye believed, if 
they had had nothing to depend upon, but their 
ſingle Authority; ſo that it would not have 
weigh'd fo much with them, as the Teſtimony 
but of one or two Men, who could eftabliſh the 
Credit of it dy Miracles. Andas itis reaſonable 
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to think, that in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, it 
would not have encreas'd the Number of its Pro- 
feſſors much abcve what it really was, had 
Chriſt ſhown himſelf openly in the Land of Ju- 


dea, after his Reſurrection; ſo neither would it 


(I think) have very much enlarg'd its Conqueſts 
in ſucceeding Ages. For the Proofs of the Fact, 
as we now have them, are ſo clear and nume- 
rous, as that they won't fail of convincing every 
one who: confiders them with an honeſt; unbi- 
aſs'd Mind; and the greateſt poſſible Evidence 
the Thing is now capable of, can do no more: 
both would infallibly gain the Aſſent of every 
inquiſitive impartial Man, and neither in the 
leaſt Influence where the Underſtanding is blind- 
ed by Paſſion, or the Heart poſſeſs'd by a ſtrong 
and violent Prejudice: And certainly it can be no 
Reflection upon the Wiſdom of God not to have 
ſuffer'd that, which was unlikely to anſwer any 
very great or important End. I ſhall conclude 
this Diſcourſe with two or three Inferences. 


And F, Tus Refurredion- of Ci 4e=s 


ſtrong Argument for the T'ruth of the chriſtian 
Religion. For while he was upon Earth ful- 


filling his Miniſtry he appear'd to his Reſurrec- 
tion as a future Proof of the Truth of his pro- 
phetick Miſſion and Authority, and of the Di- 
vinity of his Doctrine f. But now, if what he 
propos'd to the World, as the Doctrine of God, 
had been but a Forgery and Invention of his own, 
can we imagine that God would ever have rai- 
ſed him from the dead, and ſo have ſet his Seal to 
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a Lye, and have given publick Atteſtation to a 
Falſehood ? For it muſt have been God's Act to 
unite his Soul and Body again, or at leaſt, which 
makes him equally accountable for it, it could 
not have been done, as the Circumſtances of 
Things were, but by his direct Ordination and 
Appointment ; tor no good Spirits would haye 
done it, unleſs they had had the Command of 
their Creator and Sovereign ; nor evil Spirits to 
eſtabliſh the Belief of a Doctrine, which is a- 
greeable to the Nature and Pertections of God, 
and tends to overturn the Kingdom of Darkneſs 
by acquainting Mankind with all the glorious 
Attributes of the divine Nature, with their Du- 
ty in its largeſt Extent ard utmoſt Latitude, 
by propoling the molt engaging and torcible Mo- 
tives to a ſericus Diſcharge of it, and by par- 
ticularly caurioning them not to hearken to any 
contrary Suggeſtions, becauſe they proceed from 
the grand Enemies of their Souls. (i. e. from 
THEMSELVES) who are ever endeavour- 
ing, with ſurj rizing Art and unvearied Dili- 
gence, their everlaſting Ruin. And can we ſup- 
peſe, that when God has threatned ſuch eminent 
and flaming Vengeance to Liars, he would have 
contradicted his own ſacred Threats, by ſignally 
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| favouring one of the molt nocorious of that Tribe, 

as Chriſt muſt have been, had he been an Impoſ- 
| tor, and one who endeavours to deceive Men 2 
in their Religious, whi. h are the moſt important fe 
| of all their Concerns.. But further, Actions are © 8 
[| Interpreters of the Thoughts as well as Words, h 
| and therefore ſhould one Man appeal to another * 
| for the Truth of what he ſavs, and deſire him, ri 
lf if he believe it, to certify his Belief by a certain A 
Action; if he does it, when what he was appeal'd 74 
to about be falſe, he contracts the Guilt of ca 


Lying 
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Lying, as much as if he had aſſerted it to him 
in plain and direct Words. Is it not then to 
make the God of Truth a Deceiver, and the Pa- 
tron of Fal ſenood, to ſay, that when an Iinpuſtor 
appeal'd to him for the Truth of What was a 
moſt egregious Lye, and deſir d him to give his 
Teſtimony to it, by raiſing him from tne dead 
at a certain determinate Hour, he reviv'd him 
at the appointed Time, and ſutter'd him to put 


his Reſurrection beyond Doubt by ' appearing 


openly and frequently during the Space of torry 
Days? And finally, if we conſider that one of 
the Doctrines which Jeſus taught Mankind was, 
that he ſhould be the Juſt of the World, which 
is the peculiar Prerogative ot God, and for a- 
nother to claim it, is to invade one of the Rignts 


of his Soyereignty. We ſhall be far enough from 


thinking that he would ſhow any Favour to ſuch 
a bold Preterder, we ought rather to ſuppoſe that 
he who 1s infinitely jealous of his Honour, would 


have commiſſion'd ſome uncommon Judgment, 


to have ſeiz'd, and to have blaſted the Man, 


| who had riſen to ſuch a ſurpriſing Height of Im- 


piety; as to arrogate to himſelt, that as a God, 
e ſhould lit in the Seat of God, judging the 
World. Cs | 


Secondly, Ir Chriſt roſe from the dead we _ 
conclude, that God is propitious. For as he of- 
fer d up himſelf a propititory Sacrifice, for the 
Sins of the World, God would never have rais'd 


him from the dead, if he had not been ſatisfied 
with his Oblation, nor exalted him at his own 
right Hand to ſupereminent Dignity and regal 


Authority. Hence St. Paul ſays, that he was 


raiſed again fir our J.ſti fication, Rom. iv. 24. be- 


cauſe his Reſurrection aſſures our being juſtified 
| 55 upon 
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upon the Conditions of the new Covenant, as it is 
a I eitimony of God's having accepted his Suffer- 
ings upon our Account ; whereas if he had not 
riſen, WE could have had no rational Confidence 
towards God, or hope of his Favour. 


„ andy, T xz Reſurrection of Chu iſt, is an | 


Earneſt of the Reſurrecticn of all good Chriſtians, 
to Honour and immortal Life, For while he 
was upon Earth he promis'da happy and glorious 


Relurrection to all his true Diſciples. Thus, 
Jubn vi. 39, 40. This is the Will of the Father who 
bath ſent me, that of all which he hath given me, I ſhould 


bſe nuthing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt 


Day. And this is the Will of him that ſent me, that 


every cue who ſeeth tie S n, and believeth in him, may 
bave everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe him up again 


@ the laſt Day. And his Reſurrection muſt be 
an Aſſurance to every true Believer that this Pro- 


miſe will be accompliſh'd, as it is an Evidence of 
the Truth of his prophetick Miſſion and Authori- 


Yo and of what he deliver'd to the World, as the 


ind and Will of God. Beſides, as his Reſur- 
rection from the dead was to kingly Power and 
Dignity, the Rule and Government of the whole 
World, under the Father; as he receiv'd there- 
upon the tull Power of a King, both the Power 
ot Legiſlation and of diſpenſing Rewards and 


Puniſhments to his obedient and rebellious Sub- 
jects reſpectively, we can't but ſuppoſe that he 


will readily and exactly fulfill that Promiſe 


which he made to his faithful Followers, in the 


Days of his Fieſh, and conſequently in the great 
Day of Retribution, make the Happineſs of their 
whole, Natures. compleat, by reuniting their 


Bodies, glorified, refin'd and made incorrupt- 


ible, to their pure, immaculate and happy Souls. 
P 5 5 | And 
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And Final, As he dy d to redeem good Men 
from that Death which enterꝰd into the Worid 
for Adam's Sin, by 3 ring for them the Re- 
ſurrection of their Body to an everlaſting h 
Life; his Refurrec:ion muſt be an Earneſt of 
theirs, as it is an Evidence that his Death was 
an Acceptable Sacrifice to God. And this is 
What St. Paul directly teaches; 1 Cor. xiv. 20. 
21, 22, 23. But nc ir Chriſt riſen from the dead, 
and become the firſt Fruits of them that fleep : I hat 
is, of all that have /epe in him, for of ſuch only 
is he declar'd to be the firſt Fruits, ver. 23. Far 
as by Man came Death, by Man came alſo the Re- 
farretfion of the dead. For as in Adam all dye, 
fo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. It ſeems proba- 
ble to me that the Apoſtle here means, only all 
good Men, becauſe he's only diſcourſing of the 
Reſurrection of ſuch in this Chapter, and 
from what immediately follows: But every Man 
in his owa Order, Chriſt the firſt Fruits, afterwards, 
they that are Chriſt's, at his coming. Wherefore my 
beloved Brethren, (to conclude with the Words of 
the laſt Verſe of this Chapter) be ſtedfaſt, immo- 
veable, always abounding in the Wirk of the Lord, 

foraſmuch az you know, that your Labour is nat in © 
vain in the Lord. | 
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